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! Clark's caretully
| constructed tales have
| garnered wide acdaim
since Qig Mo, T introduced

I his laconic style back in
1575. However, since that impressive debut,
I have been out of step with the plaudits
heaped upan him in finding him to be bland
and unprepassessing, a view compoundad
by his soporific ive performances, ‘et critics,
the public and his peers — including Bob
Diylan, who recently acknowledged him as
one of his favourite songweriters, hold Clark
in high regard.

S whilss Somedimes The Song Writes You
offers ten further compaositions that will delight
the faithful with their careful construction and
smoath, deliberate vocal delivery, | am again
left fealing underwhelmed. That said, there
s quality here, particularty in the exermplary
quitarwirk and complementary production
whilst the songs offer some succinct namatives
that engane the fistener's attertion —none
mare s than “The Guitar', & semi-spooky
tale of a mystery guitar that conveys spedal
gifts toits chosen player, though a cover of
Towerves Yan Zandt's ‘If | Needed You® caly
serves to emphasise the faifings | have always
assodiated with his style, The emational depth
of the orginal gives way to a shallow attempt
at conveying pain by sounding weary,
Mevertheless, long-time fans will doubtless
find this to be his best for many a yeat
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